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Introduction 
T his issue of Operative Techniqztes in Tortlcic and Cardiovtlscular Surgery is perhaps the most eclec- 
tic that we have had since the inceptio n of this atlas 
journal. Rather than reviewing the types of techniques 
that are commonly used to accomplish revasculariza- 
tion of the myocardium, we present here most of the 
new, exotic approaches, ome of which are in the ear- 
licst stages of development. 
The risk one runs of demonstrating techniques that 
are this new is that in a few years, they are likely to 
be either badly outdated or nonexistent. However, 
Transmyocardial Revascularization (TMR) with laser 
energy and the use of robotic instruments to per- 
form closed-chest coronary artery bypass proce- 
dures (CABG) is of such intense interest hat we could 
not let the opportunity to publish this issue pass us by. 
Three of the bright young surgeons behind nmch of 
the early work in TMR, Thor Sundt, Cliff Van Meter, 
and Kcith Horvath, describe their current approaches 
for performing this surgery by a variety of techniques. 
In tile articles on Robotic Surgery, Drs. Ralph Dami- 
ano and Rob Michler give us overviews of the Computer 
Motion System and the Intuitive System, respectively. 
These overview articles are followed by a description of 
how to perform a C• procedure with each of these 
anmzing new devices, first by Ralph Damiano, one of 
the recognized experts with the Computer Motion sys- 
tem, and then by Randy Wolf, who is equally adept at 
using the Intuitive system. 
It is my hope that this issue will stimulate an interest 
in these new approaches for the treatment of ischemic 
heart disease. It is my suspicion that it will also serve to 
nmke surgeons nostalgic for the simpler days of cardiac 
surgery. 
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